
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
THE WICKED DIGGETH A PIT.

Ever since the time of that ingenious artificer
who presented to the tyrant Phalaria a brazen bull
to roast men in, and was himself the firet victim of

his own invention, it has been held that they who

helped the bad to power were very sure to pay
for it.

If we remember, the bull-maker had so managed
Jus machine that when the victim was put into it,
and the fire kindled beneath, his cries, by a vocal
mechanism in the throat ol the image, were con¬

verted into bellowing* like those of the animal.
Certain sounds that are now issuing from South
Carolina remind one exceedingly of this part of
the story.

Speaking of the late removals from office, the
Charleston Mercury days of that of the Collector
of Boston :

" Mr. Calhoux and Mr. William* were college claw-
mate* and warm personal friends. Tbe latter wan a thorough
frje-trade and State-rights man.a faithful and competent of¬
ficer.and neither he nor Mr. Calhoun had any thing to do
with creating the vacancy which he wan invited to fill. We
have not seen a reason given for his removal. But ex-Gov¬
ernor Morton, a moat persevering Van Buren man, is put in
his place. He is a man who ought, in mere policy, to receive
no favors from a Democratic President; for his violent aboli¬
tion opinions, coarsely expressed as often as he had a chance,
have b~-en a perfect pest to the party in the South.trumpeted
against i)s by all the Whig presses at every election as proof
that the Democrats and Abolitionists of the North were all of
. uuaity. But ha was a Van Buron man."

The Mercury also complains of the removal of
Gen. Hardin from the Collectorship of the port of
Savannah; and intimates pretty strongly that it is
because the General M was an old State-rights
man," and particularly as his successor, General
Bullock, was a warm Proclamationist! I
The following paragraph from the Mercury, too, |

affords matter for reflection :

" There is a curious coincidence that deserves to be noted.
There were three men in the Baltimore Convention who were

conspicuous for fighting after the battle was lost, who would
not give up, and could not abide the nomination of Mr. Polk.
These three men were Messrs. Bancroft and Morton, of Mas¬
sachusetts and Mr. Shields, of Alabama. The first is in the
Cabinet, the second Collector of Boston, and the third sent
on a foreign mission. Strange, is it not> Does Mr. Polk
msan to say that it was a very nasty business making him
President, or does lie wish us to understand that he punishes
his supporters and rewards hia opposers, because he is com¬
pelled to act at tbe dictation of others * One or the other
.eemR to be the natural conclusion.

"There was another gentleman in the Baltimore Conven¬
tion, who, besides being Mr. Van Buren's spokesman there,
was conspicuous for the threat which he hurled at that body,
that they would get enough of Texas annexation before they
were done with it. Yet Mr. B. F. Butler was piesacdto!
take a seat in the Cabinet, and on hia refusing was appointed
to an office worth $8,000 a year."
The Mercury does not consider. If Mr. Cal¬

houn could not be kept in himself, how can it be
expected that his friends and followers should be ?
Shall tha Ensign be saved and the JLieutenant or

Captain be condemned ? What! Hasn't the Presi¬
dent read Shakspeare t

Cassia. "Well, Heaven's above all ; and there be souls
that must be saved, and there be souls that must not he
¦jved."

lago. "It's true, good lieutenant."
Cassio. "For mine own part.no offence to the general,

(Jackson,) or any other man of quality.I hope to be saved."
logo. " And so do I too, lieutenant."
Cassio. " Ay, but by your leave, not before me : the Lieu¬

tenant is to be saved liefore the Ancient."
In a word, the Mercury must not be presumptu¬

ous, nor attempt to look into the inscrutable coun¬

sels of Cabinets. We tell that journal that it must
have faith ; works are nothing: all is now settled
by an unseen and mysterious rule of political pre¬
destination : "there be souls that must be saved ;i
and there be souls that must not be saved."

France, they say, by means of certain philoso¬
phers, fell under the rule of a set of distinguished
friends of freedom and of pure reason, called the Ja¬
cobin Club. These were folks somewhat addicted
to what are called " the spoils," and if a man was

in their way or was rich, they forthwith dubbed
him " Aristocrat," and chopped his head off. To
facilitate this laudable practice, an ingenious artist
made them a very nice, rapid, and humane ma¬

chine, which, as the child of his own fancy, he
called, after his own name of Guillotin, guillotine.
Well, Miss Guillotine, dear soul! worked delicious-
ly ; and he, about whose neck she threw her tender
arms, at the magic of her republican touch was an

aristocrat no more. Presently, however, her own
dear lather became suspected; and sweet Miss
Guillotine was laid upon the good Doctor's own
xhoulders: for in those days, as now, they who
had no head were considered the best republicans.
What Guillotin had done to merit shortening.
unless, perhaps, he rose above the political stature
of the Jacobin Club.we know not. He had not
managed any Mexican negotiation, nor uttered any
memorable words about " the cohesive power of
public plunder."
The Mercury thinks the President ought to love

South Carolina. Bless us! and so he does ; for
" who loveth well, chasteneth well." "Spare the
rod, and you spoil the child," quoth Solomon. Mr.
Polk is only showing her a little Jacksonian grati¬tude : for she Jed the way in the Hero's nomina¬
tion, and how admirably did he repay her ! She
is really lucky in President-making.a perfect War¬wick-.-always making Kings, and Aeir fierce ene¬
my as soon as made.

But, as to the love, there are several" things to be
remarked. After all, the President may love those
e

'0 °PP08C<^ not a whit more than those who
lifted him to success. Perhaps he may think that
the efforts of the latter in his favor were promptedby something quite different from any violence ofaffection for him. It may be held somewhat cer¬
tain that the Van Buren men loved him not before
the election: but it would be monstroua to supposethat they have not the most fervid attachment for
him since. That is one of the few feelings in them
which can never fail. But, moreover, be the bene¬
fits from the Calhoun party or the injuries from
the Van Buren party what they may, a wise King,
according to Machiavelli, loves nobody, hates no¬
body, and views men, not according to his feelings,
(should he have any,) bnt his interests. Indeed,
men who think they have a claim upon him are

apt to be particularly inconvenient. It is much
easier to deal with those who know they have none;
for to them every favor will go helped with the
added grace of its unexpectedness. There are two
sorts of gratitude.the retrospective (which usually
fails) and the prospective, which is much surer.
If a man should be grateful for what ha* been done
for him, he should be at least equally so for what
it to be done for him. For hope, as every body
knows, is a very charming power, and present*
things in a much more enticing aspect than memory.
Besides, every body is not blest with a good memo¬

ry. A man may have little memory and great
hopes. Whether that be the present predicament
of President Polk, seems to be a matter of very
nerious difference of opinion between some of his
Reading supporters.

WASHINGTON.
m Liberty and Union, now and lorever, one and

Inseparable." |

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1845.

THE GOVERNMENT PRESS.

The newspaper heretofore published in this city,
originally by F. P. Blair, and more receutly by
Blair &. Rives, made its appearance on Thursday
night, under the title of The Daily Union, with the
names of Thomas Kitchie as Editor, and Ritchie
and Heiss as Proprietors and Publishers.

This change of ownership and of title has been
the subject of so inuch public speculation, and so
much notoriety has been given to the circumstances
which have attended it, that, now the arrangement
is completed and we have a Government Press
established in all the forms, it becomes in some
sort necessary to place the documents before our
readers. We subjoin accordingly such parts of the
publications which have been made as may serve
to place the public in possession of all that con¬
cerns them in relation to the subject.
To enable the younger part of our readers to

understand the matter more thoroughly, it is proper
to go back beyond the date of the existence of " the
Globe," in order to trace to its origin the idea of a

government press, or government paper.
Previous to the advent of General Jackson to the

Presidency, there was no such thing as a govern¬
ment press, in the sense in which that phrase is now
understood.

Whilst Philadelphia continued to be the seat of
government, there being several respectable papers
published in that city, and the Government in its
infancy requiring but few official publications to be
made, it was not of necessity that there should, be
any paper selected as the organ of its communica¬
tion with the Public. The different papers in the
city of Philadelphia took different sides in the divi¬
sions upon public questions ; but we are not aware

that the administration of Washington or the elder
Adams undertook, by means of its patronage, to

establish any new paper, or to endow any one

already in existence.
When, in the year 1799, under the operation of I

the act of Congress establishing a permanent seat
of government, the Government was transferred to

Washington, where no newspaper was printed,
which.was in fact then comparatively a wilderness.
a fancied city, as Moore described it, of,

" Squares in morasacH, obelisks in trees".

Samuel Harrison Smith, our honored predecessor,
then publisher of a weekly paper in Philadelphia
by the title of the Universal Gazette, transferred
that paper to this city, and here continued its week¬
ly publication ; and at the same time established the
National Intelligencer, to be issued three times a

week. That paper, on the in-coming of Mr. Jef¬
ferson, became, of necessity, the organ of commu¬
nication between the Executive and the People, and
justly enjoyed the whole confidence of that distin¬
guished Republican, from the beginning to the end
of his Administration. The publisher of it did not,
however, become the exclusive printer, either for
the Executive or for Congress, the printing for both
being distributed between him and others.

In October, 1807.more than a year before the
close of Mr. Jefferson's administration.one of
the present publishers of the National Intelligencer
came into the employ of its then proprietor, and
on the 1st of September, 1810, in consequence of
Mr. Smith's retirement to private life, became the
proprietor of it by purchase from that gentleman,
the other member of the firm connecting himself
with it shortly afterwards ; soon after which con¬

nexion it became a daily paper.
During the whole of the administration of Mr.

Madison, this paper was the medium of communi¬
cation between the Executive and the country, the
Proprietors receiving from that illustrious man un¬

varyingly such evidences of kindness and friend¬
ship as they must ever acknowledge with most

grateful remembrance. But, during the whole of
this term of time, though the paper was necessarily
the receptacle of public advertisements, it had neither
monopoly nor fair share of the Executive printing,
nor any thing at all to do with that of Congress ;

many things, moreover, which have in later days
been paid for as public advertisements being then
published gratuitously. Much less did the Execu¬
tive ever undertake to interfere with the manage¬
ment or to control the conduct of the paper.
On the accession of Mr. Monroe to the Presi¬

dency, in 1817, the National Intelligencer contiuued
to be the medium of publication of the laws afid
public notifications; but, no more than during the
preceding Administrations, had it any share worth
speaking of in the printing for the Executive offices,
nor did it derive any emolument from what has
since been considered as government patronage of
the press. So far from being controlled by the
Executive, or influenced in its course by consider¬
ations of what advantage it might derive from Ex¬
ecutive patronage, it so happened that a serious dif¬
ference arose between the Executive and the con¬

ductors of this paper, a year or two before the ex¬

piration of Mr. Monroe's term of service, which
was only reconciled after that distinguished and ex¬

cellent patriot became a private gendeman.
When Mr. Adams became President of the Uni¬

ted States in 1825, he caused the laws and the gov¬
ernment advertisements to be published in the Na¬
tional Journal and the National Intelligencer du¬
ring his administration. Not satisfied with the late
course of the National Intelligcncer, (he having been

Secretary of State under Mr. Monroe,) he yet did
not feel disposed or authorized to deprive the Public
of the knowledge of public affairs to which they
were accustomed and entitled by confining the dis¬
semination of official intelligence to a single jour-1
nal, known to be of less circulation than the National
Intelligencer. The course of President Adams be¬
ing such, from the outset, as the Editors entirely
approved, his Administration came to receive their
cordial support; .a support which had, however, no
sort of relation to the patronage of the Executive,
of which they were in no sense recipients.

(>n the 4th of March, 1829, came into power Gen.
Andrew Jackson, with " Victory !" inscribed on
his banner, and on that of his followers " To the
victors belong the spoils !" And here, once for all,
in citing this memorable avowal of a revolting prin¬
ciple, let us say that we mean by our frequent re¬
currence to it no particular disparagement to its au¬
thor; rather considering him entitled to credit for
the honesty and courage which induced him freely
to avow a principle which all his political associates
hold in common and put in practice on all occa

sions. In regard to evfery thing connected with the
press, this principle waB put into instantaneous ope¬
ration at the seat of government on the arrival of
Gen. Jackson. All public advertising, all printing
for the Executive offices, &c. was directed to be trans¬
ferred to the United States Telegraphy a journal es¬

tablished in this city for the purpose of opposing Mr.
Adams's administration, and promoting the election
of Gen. Jackson.
Thus was first established, in this city, that

anomaly, a government pre**.
The monopoly thus created was enjoyed by the

Telegraph for about two years, when, its Editor
siding with Mr. Calhoun in his quarrel with
Gen. Jackson, the Globe, which had previously
sprung into existence as a fellow-laborer of the
Telegraph, became the recognised organ of the Ad¬
ministration. The first of the subjoined notices
withdraws all concealment from the fact, hitherto
only guessed at, that the Globe " had its origin in

the will of Gen. Jackson," and discloses the fur¬
ther fact that the transfer of that paper by the late
proprietors into other hands is not a deliberate and
meditated purpose of their own, but 44« sacrifice. .

which they were 44called upon to make" to offended
political power.
The second of these notices shows that this

transfer of the 44 Globe " to hew hands was consid¬
ered a government affair, rather than a personal
transaction between the individuals buying and sell¬
ing. The President was consulted, and he com¬

municated with General Jackson on the subject;
and it seems the old Chieftain first advised the Pre¬
sident " tt> take the Globe as his organ, and Mr.
Blair as its editor; " and then, only three days af¬
terwards, upon further information, advised the pro¬
prietors 44 to sellout the Globe to prevent distraction
and division in the Democratic party urging them
again, in a third letter, to 44 sell out and save the
Democratic party."
The late 44 Globe," therefore,the organ of the

Government, has been victimized to a political neces¬

sity. So odious had it become to certain 44 Demo¬
crats," by its resisting the scheme to put down Mr.
Van Burf.n, that, to avoid the application of the bow¬
string by the authors of that intrigue, it has actually
committed a felo de se. Departing this life, it has
transferred its habiliments to him who was the lead¬
ing instrument in the prostration of Mr. Van Bu-
ren ; and thus has come into existence the 44 Union,"
as the organ of President Polk.

With regard to the new paper, we are happy that
there is, at last, a paper to which we can look with
confidence as representing, on all public questions,
the views of the Administration. We shall no

longer be at a loss to know what are really the opin¬
ions and intentions ef the President. All these we
shall learn through 44 his organ.," the newly estab¬
lished 44 government paper." In commenting upon
its statements or arguments we shall, as we trust
our friends will, deal with it impersonally ; consid¬
ering it the exponent of the views of the President
and his official advisers, and holding the venerable
'Editor to no other responsibility than that of a cor¬

rect exposition of them. Should he, indeed, ever

attempt a freer flight, he has before him, in the fate
of the 44 Globe," but a type of the destiny which
probably awaits the 44 Union."

FROM "THE «LOBF." OF APRIL 14.
The Glolie office and it* appurtenance* (in virtue of the

agreement which we annex for the information of its subscri¬
ber*) 'passed on Saturday last into the hand* of Messrs.
Ritchie & Heiss. The Globe had its origin in the will o(
General Jackson, and owe* to him and Mr. Van Buren, and
their ]>olitical friend*, the weeew which has attended it
through fifteen years of conflict, closed by the late triumph ol
the Democracy, which effaced tho disaster of 1840. It has
been the misfortune of the Globe, in sustaining the strong ad¬
ministration of (ieneral Jackson, the uncompromising admin¬
istration of Mr. Van Buren, and in opposing the abuses of
Mr. Tyler's administration, to make enemies of some who
united with the Democracy in its last struggle. The interest
of the cause requires that all who contributed to the election
of the present Chief Magistrate should continue to give their
support. It is the"good fortune of the conductor of the new

official organ not to have offended any portion of those whose
adhesion to the party is necessary to its safety and success.

We have unbounded confidence in the ability, integrity, and
patriotism of the man who is now to preside over the estab¬
lishment, and shall consider ourselves amply compensated for
the sacrifice we are now called on to make, if our anticipa¬
tions of the continued union and success of the Democracy
shall be realized by the official journal under its new name

and new auspices. We cannot express our gratitude to the
Democracy, to which we owe every thing.

F. P. BLAIR
JOHN C. RIVES.

FROM * Pt" ¦LICAT10X R T TM F. FISCAL F.niTOR OF THEKLOHE,
APRIL 30.

The notice in the Globe of the 14th instant told, in words
which I believe have not been misunderstood by any person,
why Mr. Blair and myself sold it. I can now add, what
could not then be said, that all the principal men of the De¬
mocratic party from whom we have heard.and we have heard
from most of them.entirely approve of what we have done
and of our manner of doing it. General Jackson and an¬
other diatinguished Southwestern man objected at first ., but
«the sober second thought" induced both of them to change,
and recommend the sale. General Jackson made up his first
opinion from letters written to him by Colonel Polk and Mr.
Blair, submitting the matter to him and asking his opinion.
Mr. Blair did not see Col. Polk's letter to Gen. Jackson ; but
Mr. Blair showed his letter to Gen. Jackson to a member of
the Cabinet, who, I understand, admitted that Mr. Blair had
stated the case fairly. Gen. Jackson answered both on the
4th instant. I understood that he advised Col. Polk to take
the Globe as his organ and Mr. Blair as its editor. I know.
for I saw the letter.that he advised Mr. Blair not to sell the
Globe to any person. On the 7th instant Gen. Jackson wrote
anothei letter to Mr. Blair informing him that he had received
information since he wrote the letter of the 4th that, if the
Globe could not be bought, a new paper would he started here,
which would be the organ, and advising Mr. Blair to sell out
the Globe, to prevent the distraction and division of the De¬
mocratic party. Mr. Blair received both of the alwvementioned
letters together on the night of the 14th instant, after the
Globe, announcing the sale to Messrs. Ritchie & Heiss, was

put to press. General Jackson wrote another letter to Mr.
Blair, dated the 9th instant, stating that his health was very
bad, and that it was probable he would not he able to write'
another letter. In this last letter he informs Mr. Blair that
he has left all his papers to him, and requests him to use them
in vindicating his character should it be assailed, and urges
him to sell the Globe, and save the Democratic party if
possible.

I lately informed Mr. Van Buren of the reasons which]induced me to sell the Glo^e, and I received from him by this
morning's mail a letter in reply to mine, which I will subjoin,
though it was not intended for publication.
[The letter from Mr. V an BrRF.N, here referred J

to, fully confirms the fact of the Globe having fallen ,

a victim to a political necessity. 44 In laying out ,
4 of vif.w YOUR own opinions in respect either to
4 the necessity or expediency of the sacrifice you
4 were called upon to make, (says Mr. V an Bit- J
4 ren,) and in regulating your conduct in the matter |
4 altogether by the wishes of those whom the. De- *
4 mocracy of the nation have placed in power, you 1

4 acted with great propriety."
It is thus established, upon the highest authority, (

repeating probably the language of the letter to|<
which it is replying, that, as the 44 Globe" came *

itUo being by the will of Gen. Jackson, it has gone1
om/o/being by the will ['* wishes"] of President (
Polk.] <

THE VIRGINIA ELECTIONS.

So far as the reimlta of the late elections in Vir¬
ginia are k.iowu to ua, we have reason to believe
that the Democrats have elected their candidates for
Congress in all the districts in which they succeed¬
ed in the last Congressional election, besides secur¬

ing three members from districts which were repre¬
sented in the last Congress by Whigs.thus leaving
to the Whigs hut a single Representative, John S.

Pendleton, from the Loudoun district.
In the State Legislature die Whigs have a uett

loss of nine members, which deprives them of their
ascendancy in the House of Delegates.
An unusual degree of indifference prevailed in

many of the counties, and in some of them divisions
existed in the ranks of our friends. Under such
circumstances it was to have been expected that
the Whigs would lose the State.

Massachusetts..Another unsuccessful trial for
the election ol a Representative in Congress for the
Ninth District ot Massachusetts was made on Mon-
day last. There were four candidates, and the re¬

lative position of parties is about the same as at
the last trial. The vote was a small one, the farm¬
ers not being willing to leave their labor in the busy
season of the yean
Western Lands.-.The Green Bay Republican

sayi it is authorized to state that in all probability
the lands on the west side of Fox river, recently
surveyed by the direction of the General Land
Oflite, will be brought into market in July or Au¬
gust next. These lands embrace some of the tinest
timbered lots in the Territory; the soil is excellent,
the water privileges abundant, and the whole is con¬
tiguous to a market.

IMPORTANT FROM TEXAS.
The New Orleans papers contain intelligence

from I exas to the 19th ultimo, Irom which we learn
that I resident Jones lias issued his proclamation
convening Congress on the 16th of June, to take
into consideration the proposition of annexation.
The National Register informs us that the United

States Minister has submitted to the Texan Gov¬
ernment the bare proposition for annexation con¬
tained in Mr. Brown's fesolutions, Mr. Polk as

well as Mr. Tyler conceiving it 44 impracticable"
to effect the measure under Mr. Benton's plan.
Die same paper intimates, however, that the Con¬
gress will be called upon to consider and submit to
the people " the whole question of annexation in
all its bearings and adds, " that the object of the
4 President is to take such steps as shall not only
4 ascertain the will of the people, but, if they shall
so require, place us in a position lor admission in-

4 to the Union at the next session of the American
' Congress."
The New Orleans Bee thinks there can be no

doubt that the propositions of our Government will
be accepted by Texas, if the stale of public opinion
there is correctly represented by the proceedings
ol a portion of the people at their public meetings.
The Houston Star of the 19th ultimo luis the

following paragraph :

We learn that our Government has received
communications from (ten. Austin, by way of
Corpus Christi and Bexar, conveying assurances
that the New Government ol Mexico is disposed
to treat with Texas upon the basis of indepen¬dence. Similar despatches, we learn, were re¬
ceived from Vera Cruz by the Eurvdice, about a
4 fortnight since, and it is rumored that the British

.

' Minister in Mexico will soon induce the Mexican
4 Government to present definite propositions for
4 the adjustment of all difficulties between the two
4 countries. It is rumored also that our Govern-
4 nient has answered these communications,and the
4 despatches for this purpose were sent back to
4 Vera Cruz by a British vessel. It is expected
4 that the final propositions of the Mexican Govern-
4 ment will be received here about the middle of
4 June, or by the 1st of July."

THE OREGON (JCESTION.
When an heir to a property attempts to forestall

the results of time and kills his relation to gain an
immediate possession, an indignant community
stamps its burning brand unto his folly and crime.
Our haste in reference to Oregon may have less
guilt in it, but not less folly. We run the hazards
ol war, and all the miseries which war brings with
it, to get immediate possession of that which time
must inevitably make ours.

Nine or ten Americans to one Englishman are
now settling there; when, therefore, the population
ot that country shall reach fifty thousand, forty-fivethousand will be Americans; when it shall reach a
hundred thousand, ninety thousand will be Ameri¬
cans. Now, does any man in his sober senses be¬
lieve that these ninety thousand are going to take
their notions of civil freedom and of civil govern¬
ment from the remaining ten thousand ? Does any
man believe that these ninety thousand will forget
their lineage, lose their sympathy with republican
institutions, and swear allegiance to the British
Crown ? 1 here is just about as much danger that
the people of Maine or Vermont will go over to
Great Britain as that the people of Oregon will. It
is a slander on their intelligence and love of free¬
dom to predict such a result.

All, therefore, that we have to do, in order to
come into secure possession of Oregon, is to let her
alone. Time will make her ours, without any fight¬
ing either with goose-quills orguns. She is'bound
to us by the great laws of affinity and sympathy,
laws which can be defeated only by rashness arid
folly. She will come into our arms just as natural¬
ly and inevitably as vapors rising up from the sea,
floating off' to distant mountains, and there becom¬
ing condensed into showers, return in exulting
streams to their parent ocean. But suppose worst
comes to worst, and we have to fight for Oregon ;
even in that event the longer we put off the conflict
the better (or us. With ninety thousand Americans
there and ten thousand English, or one hundred
and eighty thousand Americans and twenty thou¬
sand English, who can doubt what the issue would
be ? We can see reasons why England should wish
to push this matter to an issue now, but none why
America should, unless it l>e that Hotspur-ambition
which overleaps itself and falls on the other side.

. [Surth American.
r«r (»(¦ V\ ki.i., notice.1 in the subjoined extract, in one of

the most remarkable natural curiositie* in the world. We'
tiave wen one of the* well*, anil witnessed the application of
the ir«H to the purpose* of fuel for boiling down the salt water
The fumes of sulphur and the interne heat of the flame are

»pt to suggest the idea that this wonderful gas come, from no
"fairy region blest," but from the gloomy realm, of Tartarus I
"Thi (J)IS4T W«il.We learn that the workmen

it the famous ga* well of Me.*.. Dickinaon A Shewsburv
loticed in our la*t, have succeeded in .topping off about three-
ourtha ol the gas, and that ihey will in a few day. have it'
ubed and ready for making aalt. We an- assured that Urn 1
»ell cau furniah gaa sufficient to run twenty furnacea."

I Kanawha Republican.
The Judge of the Criminal Court a7NW~OrWn. ha* de-

,.led that free ^m,n* of color coming temporarily into the
ity from other St.tea are, during their *tay, u> be confine,I in
be pariah prison, and not in the police jails.
The result of a proper investigation shows that the petrifiedtody lately mentioned as having been exhume,) at Berth,er

Canada East) is not in fact ., petnfecuon, but merely adipo-
*re» cau»e<4 by the action of running water.

| THE UNITED 8TATE8, TEXAS, AND MEXICO.

The Journal of Commerce of Wednesday con¬
tains an article, apparently founded on authentic in¬
formation, in contradiction of some of the statement
that have recently been disseminated through the
New Orleans press, concerning the movements of
Texas on the subject of the pending proposition to
incorporate that Republic with the United States.

In regard to the mission to England of Mr. Ash-
bkl Smith, the present Secretary of State for Texas,
the Journal argues that it may have in view objectsin every way proper and expedient, and entirelydistinct from any design to embarrass the measure
of annexation ; because, even if the Texan Govern¬
ment sincerely desired annexation, and entertained
the full expectation that such would be the issue of
the overtures now pending, it would be no more
than due to the courtesy heretofore manifested to¬
wards Texas by England and France, in the early
acknowledgment of her independence, and in many
subsequent acts of kindness, to explain to them, in
the most respectful manner, the present posture of
affairs, the general sentiment of the people, and the
probable result; and the Journal maintains that such
an explanation would be doubly due, if those Gov¬
ernments had in time past been solicited by Texas
to endeavor to procure the acknowledgment of her
independence by Mexico, and if they had generous¬
ly and faithfully exerted themselves for that end.
The Journal then proceeds, on the authority of an

intelligent gentleman just from Texas, who has
taken a deep interest in the affairs of that country, and
in every practicable way informed himself as to the
present state of opinions and facts, to deny that Mr.
Smith's mission is in pursuance of any plan of ope¬
rations agreed on by the Texan Cabinet, in consul¬
tation with the British Minister in Texas, having for
its object to put off all action on the Joint Resolution
for Annexation until further advices can be had from
England. The present being an important moment
for Texas, whatever course she may determine to

pursue, there is at least a propriety in her having an

accredited Minister at the Courts of England and
France ; and no new man could be so well quali¬
fied as Mr. Smith, who has resided at those Courts
nearly three years, and been an instrument in all
that transpired between those Governments and his
own during that period. This is the whole reason

why the "Chief Officer of State in Texas" was

appointed to the mission in question. There is no
evidence that Mr. Smith or the Texan President and
Cabinet are opposed to annexation.they havingdeemed it proper, in the present crisis, to avoid any
public declaration of their views 011 this subject.
The Journal also says it is not true that President

Jones has been tampered with by the English and
French Ministers, or that he has promised them
any delay in submitting the proposition ot the IJ ni-
ted States Government to tl>e ('ongress or People
of Texas. On the contrary, it was well understood
that as soon as the President should be formally in
possession of the overtures of the United States Go¬
vernment, he would submit them directly to the
people for their adoption or rejection. Besides the
expense of an extra session of ('ongress, his mind
was doubtless influenced by the further considera¬
tion that the members were not elected with any
special reference to the question of annexation, and
that, even if referred to them in the first instance,;
it must after all go back to the people for final
decision.
The Journal further says, it is true that Mexico

has offered u> acknowledge the independence of
Texas, if the latter will renounce for ever the idea
of annexation to the United States. It may, how¬
ever, be presumed that in proffering such an ac¬

knowledgment Mexico would seek to place the di¬
viding line as far east as possible, and perhaps also
require a certain amount of indemnity as a salvo
for her honor. On each of these points the Texan
Government must have a definite understanding
with Mexico, before it will be able to judge whether
the proposition of the latter is worthy of serious con¬
sideration. Such an understanding may possiblybe gained through the instrumentality of the British
and French Ministers, both of whom decidedly
prefer independence to annexation. Should a di¬
rect offer of a satisfactory character be made byMexico, before the question of annexation is sub¬
mitted to th^ people, the President may deem it his
duty to present both propositions to them simulta¬
neously.viz. Annexation or Independence.that
they may choose between them. There is, how¬
ever, no reasonable doubt of the result. Almost all
the Americans, who constitute the great majority of
the population, are favorable to annexation.

It is denied that Mr. Donelson, our Charged'Affaires, was treated with discourtesy or neglect
on his recent arrival at the seat of the Texan Gov¬
ernment. He arrived on Sunday, and was cour¬

teously received by President Jones on the next
day, to the entire satisfaction of Mr. D,

It is not true (the Journal continues) that Messrs.
Elliot and Saligny, the British and French Minis¬
ters, left Texas for the purpose of visiting Washing¬
ton, (this city.) Mr. Elliot had no special objectin going to the United States, other than recreation.
Mr. Saliony went only to New Orleans, where he
is accustomed to spend the greater part of his time,
making occasional visits to Texas as circumstances
reauire.

It is not true that Messrs. Elliot and Sahony
visited the Texan capital (Washington) immediate¬
ly on the arrival of the British frigate Euridice with
despatches from Vera Cruz. The despatches which
induced them to visit Washington were not brought
hy the Euridice, but came from England and France
by way of the West Indies. The despatches bythe Euridice met them on their return from Wash¬
ington to Galveston ; and, after opening them and par¬
tially reading them, they continued their course to
Galveston, and had not again visited Wxshington.

In conclusion, the Journal expresses its belief
that the Texan Government is jTursuing an honest,
patriotic, and judicious course ; and adds, on the
authority before cited, that ten per cent, duty on

imports is sufficient to raise all the revenue neces¬

sary to meet the ordinary expenses of Government,
and that Hfteen per cent, would leave a consider¬
able surplus. The actual public debt is between
. 12,000,000 and #1.'1,000,000; the country is ex¬

tremely prosperous; business good ; the products
of the earth abundant; and the currency unques¬
tionable, consisting of gold and silver.

The entire United States lorce in the Gulf of,
Mexico will soon be as follows :

Steamer Princeton 10 guns.
Ship Saratoga 4.

Ship St. Marv. ¥0 "

Brig Porpoise 10 "

Frigate Potomac 44 "

ShipVincenne* 20 "

Ship Falmouth 20 "

Brig Somers 10 "

Total number of guns ;. 154

Thic Swallow..The wreck of the steamboat Swallow
was got sufficiently afloat on Saturday to enable thoee at work
Hi her to tow her ashore. The attempt to get her aahore wan,
lowerer, attended with another disaster, which may prevent
ler l>eing brought to the surface for aeveral days. In towing
ound the hull toward the Athena ahore, it waa found that one
if her buoys waa sinking ; to save the Swallow ami the buoys,
hey were compelled to let the 8. go, ami she sunk into the
leepest (>art of the channel, where ahe now lies in a more criti-
hI position than ever.
The body of the little son of Judge Mathkh, who waslost

it the stranding of the Swallow, h&n been found.

OFFICIAL

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
The receipts into the Treasury during the quar¬

ter ending the 31st April were, as nearly as can be
ascertained.
From Custom* $6,375,675 71
" Lands

, 485,532 20
" Miscellaneous sources 20,000 00

$6,881,107 91
The expenditures during the same period have

been, viz :

Civil list, Miscellaneous and Foreign Inter¬
course $1,708,407 96On account of Army $1,131,826 56

Iudiau Department 52,930 07
Fortifications 86,412 60
Pensions 1,406,199 19

$2,647,368 32
Navy 1,578,631 00Interest on the public debt 38,062 71Reimbursement of loan of 1841 4,912,686 9*Dodo 1843 400,000 00Reimbursement attd interest of Treasury notes 841,048 04

$12,126,204 97
R. J. WALKER,

Secretary of the Treasury.Treahurt Department, Aphil 31, 1845.

TREASURY" NOTES OUTSTANDING, Mat 1, 1845.
Amount of the several issues outstanding 1st May, 1845, as

par records of this office $977,414 18Deduct cancelled notes in the hands of the ac¬
counting officers 54,062 78

$923,351 40
R. H. GILLET, Register.Treasury Department,

Register's Office, May 1, 1845.

STEAM NAVIE8.

PROM THE NEW TURK COURIER AND F..1 (J.U I RKR.
We published several days ago a detailed and

authentic list of the war steamers of England, which,in contrast with our lack of such an armament, was
fitted to attract attention.
We now annex another notice of the progressmade by other European nations in adopting this

new element of naval warfare. It appears that even
the humblest of the Mediterranean Powers.decay¬ed Venice, and Sardinia with its single seaport.goahead, in war steamers, of the nation from which
proceeded the first successful application of steam
to purposes of navigation; and which counts itself
third and almost second among the maritime Powers
of the world.

It is no reproach, perhaps it is no disadvantage to
the United States, that they have not kept pace with
the Governments of the Old World in building and
equipping vessels of this kind.for as yet the whole
matter is more or less experimental, and, with one
"fixed fact," that steam may be advantageously em¬
ployed to propel vessels of war, there is the greatest
uncertainty as to the mode in which this agent can
be best employed.

It would therefore have been idle for us, while
others were making experiments on a large scale, bythe result of which we could profit, to go to the
expense of building fleets of steamers which later
improvements might render useless, or measurablyinferior ; but we were bound, and to that we meant
to come, to have at least a show of steam force ca¬

pable of protecting our own harbors and coast from
insult. It is a reproach to Congress and the Ex¬
ecutive that we are without such means of defence ;and that even the very inadequate force of this sort
which we have is not ready for service. Our finest
steamship, a really efficient vessel, the Mississippi,is in dock we believe in Boston.at any rate, she is
not in commission nor ready for service; and y<*t
war is talked of on all hands.a war of which,
come when it may and from whatever quarter, the
event is to be decided by steam engines and Paix-
han guns.

Our voice, as all know, is not for war; but it is
always, as it always has been, for such an amount
and disposition of our uaial forces, as in any and
every contingency would place us in a condition to
vindicate our rights.

Here is the communication that has suggestedthis long preface:
FOR THE COURIER ASD EXHU1RF.R.

The Steam Nav* op Great Britain..The force of the
steam Navy of Great Britain, as stated in your journal some
days since, is so great, that we, who have literally none at all
to oppose it, should consider well our situation before rushingheadlong into a war. The writer has had an opportunity of
visiting many English steamers of war and of being at sea in
some of them ; most of those of the larger class are fitted with
a troop-deck, which is always in complete order to receive 260
to 300 soldiers to he transported to any given point. 8uch
steamers as the Gcyaer, 17ragn, and Devastatii/n, of about
1,100 tons are fitted in this way. With twelve or fifteen
steamers of this description always on a station, aa the Medi¬
terranean, for instance, a large military force can be transportedto any point in a very short spare of time. The steamers,
moreover, are always at hand to aid sailing ships, to tow theminto position, <Ssc. The steamers of the class above named
carry but fsw guns, but all 'of large caliber, two or three ofthem on pivots, and all throwing round shot or shells. The
new steam frigates, such as the Avenger, Retribution, and
Terrible, are of much greater force in steam-power and guns.This increase of steam-power does not apply alone to Eng¬land. The steam Navy of France is very powerful, and im¬
proving in all respects every moment. But we must not look
alone to these great Power*; other nations, that wc have
usually looked upon with the greatest unconcern as naval op¬
ponents, are fast going ahead of os in steam, and should we
be saucy in their waters we might find them ugly customers.

It is only a few years since that there was some delay on
the part of Naples in paying an instalment, as per agreement,
on it* debt due thiscountry.a slight disposition to repudiate.Our Commander on the Mediterranean station was ordered to
repair immediately to the port of Naples with all his force,consisting ofa line of battle ship, one or two frigate*, and three
or four smaller veanels, to demand payment, and in ease this
was refused to threaten force to compel payment. The gallantCommodore did hia duty promptly and in handsome style, and
the money was paid. If our gallant Commander now on that
station were ordered to do the same thing with the force he
has, or even with double or treble the force, we are inclined
to think he might be told at least to be civil. The King of
Naples has already seventeen large steamers-of-wnr in com¬
mission or nearly ready for sea, well arinod, well manned,and well appointed in every respect. Austria i« becoming a
power not to be despised for her steam navy, by us at all
events; she has already ten large and powerful steamers-of-
war in commission or nearly ready for sea, and more building.Even poor neglected Venice could show in September, 1843,
a greater steam force in her dockyards, where lie the hones ofBuckjtaur, than all the dockyanls ofour great, big, braggingUnited States of America. The kingdom of Sardinia, with
her one little port of Genoa, beats us very considerably in effi¬
cient steain navy, (t is in vain to say that this force, in the
hands of these people, is nothing. It ia very important, and
will render us powerless in the Mediterranean in case of any
emergency unless we have some force of a like character to
appose to it. There are plenty of skilful engineers, naviga¬
tors, Ac. to be obtained from all quarters, and they are em¬
ployed in any number on board these vessels in the Mediter¬
ranean. All these small Powers find that steam force is the
most effective and available force they can have. It i» true,
we need not trouble ourselves much about stenm force as long
i* it ia conAned to the Mediterranean ; but if we are deter¬
mined upon bullying all the world, we may as well see that
we have some protection against it at home. \t present the
British Government have only to place one or two large
»rs off each of our harlwrs and they can take every vessel that
¦nters, as we have nothing to oppose to them. These vessels.ould receive constant supplies of coals from Nova Scotia, and
dso from Bermuda, the Bahamas, and Cuba, where they have
arge depot*. Steam is a new power on the ocean, the im-
Kwrtanee of which our Government, notwithstanding its bel-
icone propensities, seems not as yet to have sulhcientlyronsidered.


